October 14th, 2007
Hi,

Not too much to write about this week. 
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On Wednesday, the Chief Executive gave his first ‘Policy Address’ as CE. (He gave one last year but was only temporary CE then. The photo on the right is the one from last year’s letter!) Because of the good state of the economy, he decreased income tax and (business) profits tax by 1%. And because of the increasing concern of the rapidly increasing gap between the richest and the poorest, he included some things to help the poorest. Free education has been increased from 9 to 12 years. Those over 70 years of age will receive health vouchers totalling HK$250 a year to help with medical expenses (yes, only $250; he was criticised for that). To protect the environment, he suggested that idling engines must be turned off to reduce air pollutants. However, people tend to leave them on to keep the air-conditioners on in order to keep cool, so that the vehicles, especially buses and taxis, will not become like ovens. 
The CE did not mention much about democracy. In a radio phone-in programme the next morning, he likened democracy to the Cultural Revolution!! He received a lot of flak for this comment – better words to describe the Cultural Revolution are ‘anarchy and ‘mob-ocracy.’). He later apologised for his comments. A history lesson: The Cultural Revolution was started by Chairman Mao in 1966 to discredit a rival of his, but it got out of control with mobs of ‘Red Guards’ running around the country waving Mao’s ‘little red book’ containing his thoughts, causing chaos, destruction and death. This ‘revolution’ did not end until Mao’s death in 1976. 
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The RWC semi-finals are being held in Paris this weekend. In the first semi-final, on Saturday, England beat France 14-9. Apart from one try, England’s points came from the boot of Johnny Wilkinson (picture), the hero of England’s 2003 RWC win but who has been beset by injuries since. England’s win was not what the ‘experts’ expected; they were wrong here as they were wrong in believing Australia and NZ would win the quarter-finals last weekend. The second semi-final is today between SA and Argentina. The experts predict a win for SA as I also would predict. The final is next Saturday. 
It is the season for announcing Nobel Prize winners. One of the prizes for medicine was won by a US research named Mario Capecchi. There is an interesting article in the latest TIME magazine about his life. He was born in 1937 to an American mother who was a writer and ‘bohemian’ living in Italy. In 1941 she was arrested by the Gestapo and taken to Dachau* concentration camp, leaving the 4-year old to fend for himself on the streets. She survived the concentration camp and found him again in 1946. They then went to America. Mario could speak no English and in primary school was most noted as a fighter who could beat up much older boys. Anyway, he eventually found his way to Harvard but could not stand the inter-colleague rivalry so moved to Utah. 
*Do you remember that we visited Dachau (in 1991, I think), which is not far from  Munich? I especially remember the huts (re-constructed) and the gas chambers and ovens. 
That’s about it for now.
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Cheers.
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